
10 False Media Statements about Steven Avery  1

1. Steve Avery was charged with molesting his niece.  

FALSE. These allegations were investigated by the Calumet County Sheriff’s 
Department in 2004 after they were reported by the girl’s mother.  The 
complaint was unfounded because the alleged victim denied any sexual 
contact with Steven.  The only credible investigation declared that these 
allegations were unfounded.  According to Mr. Kratz, the alleged victim 
agree to cooperate with prosecutors after Mr. Avery’s detention.  This is a 
misstatement.  The alleged victim did cooperate, i.e., agree to be interviewed, 
with investigators when the allegations were investigated in 2004.  While 
cooperating with the investigation at that time, the alleged victim denied any 
sexual contact with Mr. Avery and the investigators concluded that the 
allegations were unfounded.  

2. “Steven [Avery] calls to tell Auto Trader employees that Teresa never showed up on 
October 31st, but that she called to tell him she couldn’t make it.  He asked that they 
reschedule the appointment.” Avery at 163. 

FALSE. Investigators concluded that Steven Avery did not call AutoTrader 
between 4:30 and 5:00 p.m. on November 3. (STATE5509-5514). The 
individual who called AutoTrader was Steven Speckman, not Steen Avery.  

3. “Steven [Avery] tells Scott Bloedorn, Teresa’s roommate, that Teresa ‘never showed up’ 
for her appointment on October 31st, and is upset that he was even contacted in 
connection with the disappearance.” Avery at 163. 

FALSE. Scott Bloedorn called Steven Speckman, not Steven Avery, on 11/3 
at 4:10 p.m. (STATE5509-5514).  

4. Steven Avery invited Ken Kratz to visit him at the prison in Boscobel, Wisconsin.  Avery 
at 164-165. 

FALSE. Although Mr. Kratz does not specify who initiated their 
correspondence, the record is clear that Mr. Kratz wrote to Mr. Avery first 
with a letter dated January 14, 2013.  In this letter, Mr. Kratz asked Steven 
to meet with him “for [Mr. Kratz’s] own personal use.”  In fact, Mr. Kratz 
has not produced any correspondence from Steven Avery wherein Steven 
invited Mr. Kratz to visit him.  Rather, Mr. Kratz invited himself with the 
intention, later revealed in his letter dated September 6, 2015, of writing a 
book about Steven.  

1 Steven Avery is not guilty of the murder of Teresa Halbach. See Post-Conviction Petition filed 
on June 8, 2017.  
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5. Steven Avery did not mention the fire and denies even having a burn pit, but eventually 
admits to having a burn pit but claims that nothing was burned in it for 2 weeks. 

Steven Avery, when asked if any of the garbage in the salvage yard pit was 
burned “in burn barrels or open pits,” replied: “Not in the pit, no.”  Steven 
Avery readily admitted that there were burning barrels in the residential 
areas on the Avery property and that the last time he used his burning barrel 
was about two weeks earlier when he burned regular garbage.  The Averys 
did not burn garbage in the business or salvage yard areas of the property; 
they did, however, burn garbage near their homes.  Marinette County 
Interview 11/6/05. 

6. Teresa Halbach was afraid to go to the Avery Salvage Yard because she was afraid of 
Steven Avery. 

FALSE. There isn't a single interview between 2005 and 2007 from any of 
Teresa's friends or colleagues in which it is claimed that Teresa did not want 
to go to the Avery lot or was fearful. All such claims (including from an 
anonymous friend and/or Tom P.) first transpired in 2016 following MaM 
publicity. No person ever testified to such a claim in court. Dawn recalled 
Teresa sounding fine and upbeat on the phone when she said she was going 
to the Avery property, no notion that she did not want to go there.  

7. ... Officers jackhammered chunks of concrete out of its floor, looking for blood that might 
have soaked through the cracks ... Analysts did follow-up tests to more precisely identify 
the substance as human blood, but in this case those tests came back inconclusive. No 
expert would be willing to testify that blood was present in Avery's garage in great 
quantities. 

FALSE. There is nothing "inconclusive" about the lack of Teresa's blood or 
non-blood DNA on any of the tested substances, which included many 
fragmented pieces of concrete broken up and other stains/swabs taken from 
the garage. Culhane testified that of the nearly three pages of swabs relating 
to the garage floor stains including areas discovered from 
luminol/phenylthalein, she was unable to find Teresa's DNA on any of them 
but did find Avery's. 

8.  Teresa's blood DNA was then found on a bullet fragment discovered inside Avery's 
garage, fired from a gun found in Avery's own bedroom. 

FALSE. The bullet was never determined to have blood DNA on it. A visual 
examination of the bullet (which would include micro and macro-level 
examination in the lab) was conducted and "there was nothing visual on the 
fragment. There didn't appear to be any stain." 
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9. On October 31, 2005, Steven Avery took steps to conceal his identity. Unwilling to give 
his name or phone number to Auto Trader when booking the shoot, he provided "B. 
Janda" as a contact name and a telephone number belonging to his sister, Barb Janda. 

FALSE. Dawn clarified that the call was difficult to make out and therefore 
she only wrote down what she was able to get, "B. Janda." Dawn also said 
there was nothing unusual about the call. During the same call where Avery 
is purportedly "taking steps to conceal himself," he provides Barb's street 
address and last name--the same address that Teresa was at on September 
19th and which Teresa knew was the Avery property (as she confirmed to 
Dawn before heading there). Dawn acknowledged that the existing record for 
the Janda property should had come up when searching by last name in the 
database, or by address (which she didn't search). In a similar fashion, Craig 
S. had called Auto Trader and provided them the address and contact name 
of a third party who had the vehicle, Steve S. for another 10/31 shoot. 

10. Steven doused a cat in gas and oil before the stricken animal was thrown onto the fire. It 
jumped off and ran around the yard, still ablaze, until Avery caught the cat, applied 
additional fuel, and threw it back on.  

FALSE. The criminal complaint states that Jerry Y., along with Steven 
Avery, were both complicit in this crime. JY's written statement says that "I 
[JY] then threw it into the fire. the cat then jumped out of the fire and ran 
around until it ran out of power and died." Peter D., the other witness to the 
crime, wrote a statement that "They got the cat. Steve pored [sic.] gas and oil 
on it. Jerry threw the cat into the fire. It burned up." There is no 
documented reference in the criminal complaint or written statements by 
either parties to substantiate the claim that the cat was chased down and 
doused again after jumping from the fire, then thrown back into it.  
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